Media Release

2 April 2026

Travel safe! AFP issues behaviour warning as Easter travel
season gets under way

Editor’s note: B-roll of AFP and ABF airport patrols as well as video grabs are available via Hightail

Don't be a bad bunny! That's the message from the AFP as it increases patrols at major airports
this holiday season to help passengers safely reach their destinations.

The patrols come as airports brace for the holiday travel season kicking off this week and running
through until the end of the school holidays.

AFP Protective Service Superintendent Josh Sinclair-Wadham said airport uniformed policing
members deployed at the AFP’s 10 designed airports would conduct high-visibility policing
operations during the peak travel period.

“In a time of uncertainty, the AFP will be present at our designated airports throughout the holiday
period to ensure safety and provide reassurance,” Protective Service Superintendent Sinclair-
Wadham said.

These increased patrols come after AFP members dedicated significant resources to aviation
prevention and deterrence initiatives last calendar year.

The AFP spent a combined 145,141 hours undertaking proactive operations in 2025, a 29 per cent
increase on the same period in 2024*.

Additionally, the AFP has responded to more than 5346 incidents at its designated airports since
January 2026.

The AFP also officially commenced security operations at the new Western Sydney Airport in
March, 2026 marking the 10th security designated airport in Australia.

PS Supt Sinclair-Wadham said 282 people had been charged so far this year with 338 offences,
including drug-related offences, acts of violence and theft.

“The AFP remains committed to working closely with airports, airlines and security partners to
ensure a safe travel experience for all Australians,” he said.

Police patrols are targeting intoxication, offensive and disruptive behaviour, as well as the
possession of prohibited items such as illicit drugs and weapons.

This proactive policing effort is also bolstered through the AFP’s specialist units, including the
national canine capability and short barrel rifle teams.
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“Times when we have more passengers than usual passing through our airports, combined with
potentially longer waiting periods, are when we can see an increase in disruptive or anti-social
behaviour,” PS Supt Sinclair-Wadham said.

“The AFP is encouraging the travelling public to be patient with unexpected delays and follow
advice from airlines and airports.

“This year we have seen examples of unacceptable behaviour by travellers on aircraft and at
airports, and people who engage in this behaviour should take note. Anyone who breaks the law
will be dealt with swiftly and will be brought before the courts.”

Australian Border Force Superintendent Elke West said officers would continue working closely
with partner agencies to support smooth travel during the busy Easter period.

“Easter is traditionally a busy travel period, with tens of thousands of passengers arriving and
departing Australia every day. While most journeys progress smoothly, the higher volume of
travellers can sometimes lead to delays, particularly during peak times,” Superintendent West said.

“Allowing additional time for travel, including potential congestion around airport precincts, can
help reduce stress and ensure a smoother experience through border processing.

“Our officers deserve to go about their duties without facing abuse, and we will continue working
alongside our federal counterparts and airport partners to address any anti-social behaviour. If
things take a little longer than usual, please be patient and understanding; we're all working hard to
get you on your way.

“In saying all this, we also want to remind passengers our attention does not waver when it comes
to monitoring for suspicious packages and potential threats. Easter may be a time for surprises,
but when it comes to illicit substances, our officers know exactly where to look.”

Australian Airports CEO Simon Westaway said the Easter holiday period was one of the busiest
travel times of the year for Australia’s airports.

“Airport teams are doing everything they can to keep people moving, and we're asking travellers to
plan ahead, allow enough time for their journey and be mindful of staff as demand peaks,” Mr
Westaway said.

“With the aviation sector operating in a more complex environment, we know this could be a
stressful time for both passengers and for the many frontline staff working across airports,
airlines, security, border agencies and law enforcement.

“We encourage everyone to be patient, respectful and understanding as staff work hard to keep
people moving safely and efficiently.

“Planning ahead, checking airport and airline updates, and being prepared for security screening
can help the journey run more smoothly.”

Airlines for Australia and New Zealand (A4ANZ) CEO Stephen Beckett said airlines had worked
hard to prepare for what would be one of the busiest travel periods of the year.
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“Airlines have put on extra flights and rostered more staff on the ground to help smooth the check-
in and boarding processes and support travellers throughout their journey,” Mr Beckett said

“We encourage travellers to plan ahead. Allow extra time at the airport to pass through check-in,
bag drop and security. | strongly recommend monitoring your airline’s advice on when to arrive,
and be prepared for some congestion at the airport.

“We want everyone to have an amazing experience and ask travellers to be respectful - to each
other and to the airline and airport staff working tirelessly to get you to your destination safely.

“The final piece of the puzzle is the one item every traveller should pack — patience!”

The AFP encourages the public to call Airport Watch on 131 237 if they see or hear something
unusual while travelling through Australia's major airports.

Airport Watch plays an important role within aviation security. It delivers critical information to the
AFP to enhance the detection and resolution of suspicious or criminal activity at airports.

Suspicious activity or unusual behaviour includes:
e A person observed displaying an unusually keen interest in security procedures;
e A person observed recording or taking photos in or around sensitive areas of the airport;
e Anyone acting strangely or in an unusual manner;
e Anyone heard asking questions to gain information about the airport; and
e Anyone trying to gain unauthorised access to secure areas.
*Figures between 1 January — 31 December 2025
Media enquiries:
AFP Media: (02) 5126 9297

Connect with us:
Follow our Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram and YouTube pages to learn more about what
the AFP does to keep Australia safe.
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https://www.facebook.com/AusFedPolice
https://twitter.com/AusFedPolice
https://www.linkedin.com/company/162586/admin/
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