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In relation to Chapter 5.4 ‘Operational improvements,’ the Plan could also be strengthened through the 
inclusion of more robust evidence of emissions reductions achieved across the airport sector. Australian 
airports have made significant progress in reducing their operational emissions. The AAA would be 
pleased to coordinate the collation of high-level, aggregated data from the 17 Australian airports 
currently accredited under the Airport Carbon Accreditation (ACA) program, including changes in Scope 
1 and Scope 2 emissions since 2022, the adoption of net zero targets regarding Scope 1 and 2 emissions, 
and progress against those targets through to 2025. Reporting this information in aggregate, and where 
appropriate on an anonymised basis, would demonstrate measurable outcomes while ensuring 
consistency with internationally recognised frameworks and avoiding any risk of double counting with 
airline emissions. 
 
There is also an opportunity within Chapter 5.4 for the Plan to recognise the role of airports more clearly 
as enablers of Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) uptake. While airlines are responsible for fuel 
procurement and the emissions associated with flight operations, airports play a critical role in 
supporting SAF deployment through infrastructure planning, ensuring compatibility of fuel systems, 
facilitating early trials, and coordinating across airlines, fuel suppliers and regulators. There are several 
positive case studies of Australian airports playing this role over the past four years. Reflecting this 
enabling role and highlighting these case studies would provide a more accurate representation of 
Australia’s aviation decarbonisation ecosystem. 
 
In addition to infrastructure, airports contribute to emissions reduction through a range of operational 
measures that reduce fuel burn during ground and turnaround phases of flight. These include minimising 
the use of auxiliary power units through the provision of fixed electrical ground power and pre-
conditioned air, as well as improving operational efficiency through gate allocation, apron management 
and coordination with airlines and ground handlers. These measures contribute directly to emissions 
reductions associated with international operations, while also improving operational efficiency and 
local air quality outcomes. 
 
Airport electrification is another important enabling measure that could be more prominently recognised. 
Airports across Australia are progressively electrifying ground support equipment and operational vehicle 
fleets, supported by investment in charging infrastructure and energy management systems. While these 
initiatives primarily reduce emissions within airport operational boundaries, they also support 
international aviation by reducing fuel burn during ground operations and enabling more efficient aircraft 
turnarounds. Their continued expansion will depend on coordinated policy settings that address grid 
capacity, reliability and resilience at major airport sites. 
 
To provide a more comprehensive picture of operational improvements, the Plan should also reflect the 
role of Airservices Australia in reducing emissions through airspace and air traffic management 
initiatives. Improvements in air traffic flow management, performance-based navigation, continuous 
descent and climb operations, and airspace design optimisation all contribute to reduced fuel burn and 
are an important component of Australia’s overall approach to emissions reduction in international 
aviation. 
 
 






