
CALL FOR SPEAKERS

The AAA invites speaker nominations to 
be considered for presentation at the AAA 
National Conference and Industry Expo 2026. 
This is your chance to share your knowledge 
and experience with your peers as well as 
showcase innovative product case studies and 
projects. 

The Australian Airports Association (AAA) biennial 
National Conference and Industry Expo, and Women in 
Airports Forum are being held in Melbourne from Monday 
30 November to Thursday 3 December 2026.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE AND INDUSTRY EXPO

Australia’s airports are more than gateways, they are the 
vital connectors that link communities, enable economic 
participation, and keep the nation moving. This year’s 
theme, Strong Airports, Strong Communities, recognises 
the essential role airports play in strengthening regional, 
rural and urban Australia alike. From major gateways 
to remote aerodromes, airports support access to 
jobs, health, education, trade and emergency services, 
underpinning resilience, productivity, sustainability and 
long-term opportunity across the country. 

This theme brings the sector together to explore how 
strong, safe, sustainable and well‑connected airports 
build stronger communities and how collective leadership, 
investment and collaboration will ensure Australia 
remains connected, inclusive and resilient into the future.

As the preeminent aviation event in the Asia-Pacific 
region, the National Conference and Industry Expo is 
a dynamic and forward-thinking gathering offering a 
unique platform for thought leaders, industry experts, 
and key stakeholders to share insights, explore the latest 
developments, and continue to redefine the customer 
experience and operational performance across the 
sector. 

With an immersive program packed with plenary 
sessions, case studies, and collaborative breakout 
discussions, attendees will gain unparalleled access to 
the industry’s brightest minds as they delve into the most 
pressing challenges facing the aviation sector.

WOMEN IN AIRPORTS FORUM

Preceding the National Conference and Industry Expo is 
the ever-popular Women in Airports Forum. 

Aligned with the National Conference theme of Strong 
Airports, Strong Communities, the Women in Airports 
Forum recognises that connection is ultimately built 
by people. Diverse, inclusive and equitable workplaces 
are essential to creating strong airports that truly serve 
their communities. This forum celebrates the leadership, 
expertise and lived experience of women across the 
aviation sector, while challenging the industry to remove 
barriers, broaden pathways and embed inclusion at 
every level. By strengthening representation, fostering 
inclusive cultures and supporting the next generation of 
leaders, the sector can build a workforce that reflects the 
communities’ airports serve, ensuring Australia’s aviation 
network is not only connected, but resilient, innovative and 
future‑ready and reflective of the communities they serve.

In 2026, together the Women in Airports Forum and 
National Conference and Industry Expo is a four-day 
dynamic program, a must-attend event for all aviation 
professionals seeking to stay ahead of the curve and 
drive the industry forward.

SUBMIT A SPEAKER NOMINATION HERE

Call for speakers close 11.59pm AEST, 
Sunday 5 July 2026.  

STRONG AIRPORTS, STRONG COMMUNITIES
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CALL FOR SPEAKERS

SPEAKER NOMINATIONS
We welcome suggestions from all industry participants 
about presentation topics with emphasis connections 
in relation to content presented and operational impacts 
to align with what airports are experiencing day to day. 
Please note that all nominations must be received by the 
AAA no later than 11.59pm AEST, Sunday 5 July 2026 
to be considered for inclusion. 

PROGRAM SUB-THEMES
We encourage a range of submissions on the key 
Conference topics, including: 

Connecting communities 
Strong airports earn trust by serving the communities 
around them.

This sub-theme focuses on equity, inclusion and 
community co-design, exploring how airports can be 
accessible, inclusive, trusted and responsive to the 
diverse communities they serve.

Topics

• Equity and inclusion
• Co‑designing with communities
• Customer‑centric airport design
• Delivering aviation accessibility reforms in practice
• Psychological safety and wellbeing

Connecting the Network 
Australia’s airport network is strongest when it works 
together.

This sub‑theme focuses on collaboration across 
airports of all sizes. It addresses shared challenges 
such as safety, security, regulation, cyber risk, workforce 
shortages and operational consistency, reinforcing that 
community outcomes depend on a resilient national 
network.

Topics

• Safety and security
• Risk assessment
• Navigating through crisis
• Economic regulation
• Strategic partnerships
• Resource sharing across the sector
• Supply chain and stakeholder coordination

Connecting Regions 
Strong regional airports underpin strong regional 
economies.

With an emphasis on regional connectivity, this 
sub‑theme highlights airports as enablers of regional 
growth, workforce mobility, essential services, tourism, 
freight and emergency response.

Topics

• Regional and remote connectivity
• Regional services and workforce access
• Economic development
• Freight, tourism and supply chains
• Climate resilience in regional operations

Connecting the Future 
Future community connection depends on future‑ready 
airports.

This sub‑theme is forward focused on sustainability, 
environmental management and technology delivery. 
Demonstrating how airports can adapt to climate 
impacts, achieve net zero, invest in resilient infrastructure 
and harness technology, while maintaining reliable, 
equitable access for communities.

Topics

• Sustainability and net zero
• Fuel security
• Climate adaptation and mitigation
• Environmental management and protection
• AI and advanced technologies
• Infrastructure planning and investment
• Data and digital transformation

Connecting People  
People are the foundation of strong airports and strong 
communities.

Aviation workforce, with an inclusion and skills focus, 
places people at the centre of connectivity. It highlights 
leadership, diversity, inclusion, workforce capability and 
new pathways into aviation, recognising that airports are 
only as strong as the people who design, operate and lead 
them.

Topics

• Workforce planning and skills development
• Gender equity and inclusion
• Non‑traditional pathways into aviation
• Leadership and culture
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PRESENTATION TYPES
To support engagement and interactive discussions at 
the Forum and Conference, we encourage speakers to 
consider the following presentation types on their chosen 
topic, supporting a learning environment, exchange of 
ideas, sharing lessons learnt, and innovative thinking.  

• Innovative ideas exchange.
• Case study.
• Operational efficiency / solutions focused.
• Knowledge sharing and lessons learned.
• Showcasing best practice.
• Future opportunities, new developments /

technology.

PRESENTATION FORMAT OPTIONS
• 10-minute tabletop presentation, 5 minutes for

presentation, 5 minutes for Q&A (speaker moves
tables and presents approx. 7 times.

• 15-minute presentation, 10 minutes for presentation,
5 minutes for Q&A (max 1 person).

• 30-minute presentation, 20 minutes for presentation,
10 minutes Q&A (max 2 people)

• 30-minute small panel discussion, inclusive of
audience Q&A (max 4 people including facilitator)

NOMINATION SUBMISSIONS
All speaker nominations are to be submitted electronically 
using the online submission portal. Please note, all 
information requested in the form must be uploaded for 
the nomination to be accepted, including presentation 
title, an overview of the presentation (up to 100 words), 
key takeaways for the presentation (minimum three), 
speaker/s bio and photo/s. 

Please note, AAA is committed to growing a culture of 
inclusion and diversity and we are asking speakers to 
consider this as part of their presentation nomination, 
including where there is opportunity available to consider 
co-presenting with colleagues to provide professional 
development opportunities.

NOMINATION REVIEWS
Nominations received will be assessed by the AAA and 
the program committee, and prospective speakers will be 
notified about their status of their application in early July. 

ACCEPTANCE OF PRESENTATION OFFER
Once you have received notification of your offer to 
present, you will be asked to complete the Speaker 
Information/Registration Form. The form will need to be 
completed by 5pm AEST, Friday 17 July to be confirmed 
for the program. 

Speakers receive a complimentary registration for the 
day they are speaking. If they would like to attend the full 
Forum, a discounted speaker option will be available. 

CONTACT
If you have any questions regarding the Call for Speaker 
nominations, please contact: the AAA Events team on  
T: 02 6230 1110 | E: events@airports.asn.au   

SUBMIT A SPEAKER NOMINATION HERE

Call for speakers close 11.59pm AEST, 
Sunday 5 July 2026.  
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