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Airports welcome major digital border overhaul

Australia’s airports have welcomed the Federal Government’s commitment to digitise the passenger
arrival declaration, describing it as a significant step towards making international travel smoother
and more efficient.

The digital Australia Travel Declaration will be rolled out nationally over the next 12 to 18 months
following successful trials at Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne airports. Further trials will also take
place at Perth and Adelaide airports before the end of the year.

The Australian Airports Association (AAA), which has strongly advocated for greater use of digital
technology at the border, commends the Albanese Government for taking crucial measures to
progress border modernisation.

AAA CEO Simon Westaway said returning Australians and international visitors had grown weary of
the dreaded paper arrivals card.

“This is such an important move and we thank the Federal Government for taking action to
modernise a process that has remained largely unchanged for decades,” Mr Westaway said.

“Many of us have experienced the outdated method of filling in a paper card when arriving in
Australia, often tired after a long-haul flight and caught out searching for a pen.

“Once fully rolled out, eligible travellers will simply fill in their declaration online, saving time and
hassle for themselves as well as border officials.

“International travel has been the primary driver of aviation growth in the past few years, so it’s vital
that we make the border processes as smooth as possible.

“Seamless travel upgrades like this help ensure that Australia keeps pace with leading international
border systems and add to the positive experience for both tourists and residents.

“Records have been tumbling for international travel at Australian airports, which facilitated nearly
45 million international passenger movements in 2025.

“Our major airports expect that figure will reach more than 86 million by 2040 - a huge increase of
nearly 94 per cent.

“If we're going to accommodate all of these travellers, we really need to think outside the box with
better technology and better use of airport infrastructure.

“Australia’s airports are also doing their part, with major spending on infrastructure upgrades to
accommodate the tens of millions of passengers welcomed each year across the country.

“We look forward to continuing to work with the Federal Government on further border
modernisation projects, particularly as we count down to the 2032 Brisbane Olympic and Paralympic
Games.”
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The Australian Airports Association is the national voice for Australian airports and represents the interests of
more than 340 airports and aerodromes and 150 corporate members across Australia.
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