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Airports welcome consultation on national fuel resilience

The Australian Airports Association (AAA) has welcomed the release of the Federal
Government’s consultations on fuel security and the future of Australia’s cleaner fuels
industry.

The AAA said the two consultations are an important opportunity to strengthen Australia’s
aviation fuel resilience, support economic growth and provide the policy certainty needed to
grow a domestic Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) industry.

AAA Acting CEO Natalie Heazlewood said the consultations were a positive step forward
for aviation and an opportunity to get the settings right for the long term.

“This is an important step forward for the industry because it recognises that fuel security
and aviation decarbonisation can complement each other,” Ms Heazlewood said.

"Australia’s reliance on international fuel supply chains leaves us exposed to disruptions
beyond our shores, and aviation needs to be part of the conversation about how we
strengthen national fuel resilience.

“SAF should be treated as a national strategic priority - not only because aviation is one of
the hardest sectors to decarbonise, but because developing a domestic industry can
strengthen fuel security, create new economic opportunities and support regional
communities.

“A strong domestic SAF industry could support thousands of new jobs and attract
investment across the supply chain, including in regional Australia where many of the
feedstocks and production opportunities could be located.

“Airports want to see an ambitious pathway for SAF, but it also needs to be achievable. The
key is getting the balance right so that demand grows alongside available supply and gives
industry the confidence to invest.

“Any demand-side measure needs to be phased, developed closely with industry and avoid
disproportionate impacts on regional air services and smaller airports.”

The AAA will review both consultation papers closely with airport members and provide
detailed responses to the Federal Government in the coming weeks.
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The Australian Airports Association is the national voice for Australian airports and represents the interests of
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